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ing rapid gains among the French and has no
encouragement among the Flemish who are
Germanic. This is very important, for the
Gobineau doctrine is not only historically er-
roneous, but it saps the very foundation of Chris-
tian teaching. It is a return to Judaism which
makes blood, rather than spiritual forces, the
great determinant of religion.

A second consideration is that the exile and
the partial destruction of the Huguenots not only
took away the best men of France morally, but
also those of the greatest intellectual elasticity.
This loss of the Huguenots was a most unnat-
ural selection, for it was the elimination of the
best and the noblest. The men who succeeded
in making their escape were men of means, and
acquainted with the countries near them. The
poorer, the less enterprising, and the least
educated remained at home. The stock from
which the Protestants of France have issued,
though a remarkable stock, is a stock of rem-
nants revived by their faith and the inspiration
of their ancestry.

It has been customary to speak of Napoleon
I as the restorer of religion in France by the
Concordat, but the religious life had resumed
its normal course long before this time. In
1796, 32,214 churches were already reopened to